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Bridge Replacement Over Bethany Center Road 
We have been notified by the NYS Department of Transportation regarding 
the replacement of the Bethany Center Road Bridge over RT20.  This bridge 
has been on the replacement schedule for approximately 5 years and so 2018 
has become the year!! 
 

Nichols, Long & Moore Construction has been contracted by the New York 
State Department of Highways to replace a Genesee County Bridge for 
Bethany Center Road (C.R. 15) over US 20 located in Bethany, New York.  
The work is scheduled to begin on April 8th and will require a temporary 
detour of Bethany Center Road to avoid crossing over US 20 to adjacent 
roadways and will remain in place until the new Bridge is completed on 
September 1, 2018. Please follow this link, also found on the County Parks 
website, to download or view the pdf letter and detour maps. Information 
Letter and Detour Information link: http://co.genesee.ny.us/images/parks/
Bethany%20Center%20Road%20Detour%20Letter.pdf. This information will 
assist you in navigating to the Genesee County Park & Forest for your 
planned family activity or scheduled events.  As previously mentioned, the 
construction will begin on April 8th and be completed on September 1, 2018.  
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Paul Osborn at 
the main office: (585) 344-8508.   
 

Genesee County Park & ForestðPavilion D Reconstruction 
 

Pavilion D is undergoing a major reconstruction which will take place 
throughout the spring and summer.  It will not be available for rental until the 
construction is over and final grading is complete.  The bathrooms and 
playgrounds will still be available for use by the general public but we ask 
that individuals stay out of the construction area at all times.  This is for your 
safety and the safety of others.  We anticipate this project being completed 
relatively quickly so please bear with us as we upgrade our facilities to create 
safe, family, fun experiences!! 
 

DeWitt Recreation AreaðEllicott Trail Update 
 

The Town of Batavia Ellicott Trail project is still in the planning/ construction 
document phase.  There have been difficulties with easements which has 
caused some more delays in bidding out the project for construction.  The 
trail is planned to enter through the East end of the park, head North and 
West as part of the Lakeside Trail and cross over the park road to connect 
with the ı mile trail where it will then 
exit out onto the sidewalk of Cedar Street 
adjacent to the South parking lot.  As 
part of the new trail, a 10ôW x 60ôL 
aluminum bridge will be installed by 
Genesee County Highway and Park staff 
on the east end traversing the wetland.  
The bridge installation is anticipated to 
begin by the end of the year when 
construction begins on the remaining 4.6 
mile Ellicott Trail.  For more information 
on the Ellicott Trail route map, go to the 
County Parks webpage:  http://
co.genesee.ny.us/departments/parks/
mapstrails.php 
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RSVP ï Volunteering for 55 and Older 
 

The Genesee County Park has been partnering with the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program 
(RSVP) since 2002, where interested volunteers 55 and older have found meaningful volunteer 
activities close to nature and to their hearts.   In Genesee County, over 325 older adults serve our 
community as RSVP members.  Their volunteer experiences range from one-time events to weekly 
placements in one or more of our 20+ partner agencies.  You can volunteer as little or as much as 
you desire at the Genesee County Park and with other agencies in our community who rely on 
volunteers to achieve their mission and goals.  RSVP strives to connect volunteers with fruitful 
experiences based on individual interests and abilities, so that together we can improve the 

quality of life in our community.      
 

For more information call the RSVP Volunteer Placement Program at 585-343-1611 or  
visit the RSVP of Genesee County website 

http://co.genesee.ny.us/departments/office_for_the_aging/volunteer_opportunities.php 

SCA Internship Summer 2018  

New York Stateôs First County 
Forest has an Environmental 
Education Assistant 
Internship position open for 
May ï August of 2018.  The 
position is administered through 
the Student Conservation 
Association (SCA) and is 
located at the Genesee County 

Park & Forest in East Bethany, NY.  Applicants must be at least 18 years old with 
a high school diploma or GED and be a US citizen.  Environmental Education 
Assistants develop, organize, plan and lead environmental education programs to 
audiences of all ages in a wide variety of settings under the guidance of park 
staff. Environmental Education Assistants also coordinate the efforts of park 
volunteers. 
 

Job duties include but are not limited to: 
 

§ Assisting the Conservation Education Program Coordinator by leading programs for schools, 
senior groups, scouts and the general public 

§ Providing customer service to park visitors and program participants 

§ Planning volunteer and park events 

§ Writing articles for the parks seasonal newsletter 

§ Marketing of park events, programs and resources 

§ Scheduling and coordinating volunteers to assist with park events and projects 

§ Recruiting, orientation and training of volunteers 
 
SCA interns earn a stipend of $125/week while serving and are eligible for an education award of $1538 that can be used to 
repay student loans, tuition, classes or cover future college costs.  This position requires 12 weeks of 40 hour/week of 
service from May until August of 2018.  Hours are 8 am to 5 pm Tuesday through Saturday. Flexibility is given in order to 
cover the prescheduled programs that are outside of the normal working hours within the 40 hour work week. 

 

Additional benefits:  
 

§ First Aid/AED/CPR training provided 

§ Experience and on-the-job training in Environmental Education and Volunteer Coordinating 

§ Deeper knowledge of natural history and ecology 

§ Job duties include volunteer outings (kayaking, hiking) 

§ Networking with professionals in Environmental Science and Education 
 

Application deadline April 15th 2018 
 

To apply:  Send resume or application to Shannon Morley, Conservation Education Program Coordinator at 
Shannon.Morley@co.genesee.ny.us.  Call 585-344-1122 for more information.   

Young students explore and learn on a hike 
led by Brandi, Environmental Education 
Assistant at Genesee County Park & Forest 

http://co.genesee.ny.us/departments/office_for_the_aging/volunteer_opportunities.php
mailto:Shannon.Morley@co.genesee.ny.us
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Genesee County Park & Forest Welcomes Back Envirothon! 

April 26th and May 3rd, 2018 
 

Envirothon is a hands-on environmental science competition where teams of five high school students 

work together to win scholarships and awards.  Teams are tested in the field on practical knowledge of 

wildlife, soils, forestry, aquatics, and a special topic that is selected each year. Team members expand 

their knowledge and experience with environmental science through                                                 

trainings, public speaking, studying and working together.  

To learn more about Envirothon or become a team member, volunteer, or team advisor contact  

Molly S. Cassatt , District Manager 
Genesee County Soil and Water Conservation District 

(585) 343-2362 ex. 5  
Molly.Cassatt@ny.nacdnet.net  

 

http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/soilandwater/education.php 

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    

July 16
th
 - 20

th
, 2018 

9:00 am - 4:00 pm daily 

at the Genesee County Park & Forest 
For rising 8thñ12th graders  

$95/camper  Includes lunch, snacks, t-shirt & all materials 
Call 585-344-1122 to reserve your spot! 

 

http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/soilandwater/education.php
http://www.co.genesee.ny.us/departments/soilandwater/education.php
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/ŀƳǇ IŀǊŘ Iŀǘ 
July 30th �³ August 3rd 8:30 am �³ 3:30 pm 

Genesee County Park & Forest, 11095 Bethany Center Rd, E. Bethany, NY 
(Transportation provided from Batavia GVEP Campus) 

Campers will have 1 optional overnight during the week. 
Learn about careers in construction where you actually build parts of 
a community project! Instructed by certified teachers and GVEP 

Building Trades instructors 
$95/Camperï Includes lunch, snacks, hard hat and t-shirt 

Scholarships are available 
Open to students entering 8-10 grade  

Register at https://www.beagenesee.com/2018-camp-registration 
Call 585-343-7440 for more information! 

 

 
 

 
In mid to late April, timber rattlesnakes emerge from hibernation to enjoy the 
first warm and sunny days of spring.  During this special time of year, groups of a 
dozen or more timber rattlesnakes bask on exposed rock surfaces of sunny south-
facing slopes.  Rattlers stay and bask at the den site for several weeks, until daily 
temperatures reach sixty degrees.  After a long winter, the hungry snakes go their 
separate ways into the woods for a summer of hunting.  
 

As summer warms up, the males start traveling farther through the woods in search of receptive females.  
Females are only receptive to mating if they have enough body fat to nourish and bear a litter.  It takes a 
female timber rattlesnake at least 3 years after having a litter to store enough fat to have another, if hunting 
conditions are favorable.  If not, it may take as long as six years. Expectant mothers do not eat after 
emerging from hibernation.  Instead, they find a basking site near the den and spend the next four to five 
months soaking up the sun to help bring their babies to term.  During this time they forego hunting, and they 
nourish themselves and their growing embryos only with their stored fat.  Timber rattlesnakes give live birth 
to a litter of seven or eight young in late August.  Mothers stay with their young at the birthing rookery for 
the first one to two weeks of life (still without eating anything) to defend them from predators.  Baby 
rattlesnakes are venomous from birth, however, they are very small and easily picked off by other animals.  
After the young shed their natal skin, they venture into the woods. 
 

The average female gives birth to her first litter at the age of five to ten years old, and then breeds once 
every three to six years.  Their slow maturation and reproductive rate is one of the reasons for the decline in 
their population.  Researcher Rulon W. Clark has conducted radio-tag studies on timber rattlesnakes and 
found their secret lives to be fascinating.  Young snakes appear to follow their elders on paths through the 
woods, and genetic studies reveal that related females share dens and birthing sites.   
 

Sources: 
 

1.  Rulon W. Clark "Social lives of rattlesnakes: because the snakes bask, breed, and hibernate together, recognizing their relatives is a 
key advantage, especially for females". Natural History. FindArticles.com. 22 Apr, 2010. É 2005 Natural    History Magazine, Inc. É 2008 
Gale, Cengage Learning.   
������Goodness Snakes! Sociable Rattlers Cuddle With Their Kin https://www.livescience.com/18577-rattlesnakes-social-animals-kin.html 
Reprinted with permission from Helmer Nature Center, ñCritter Corner: Timber Rattlesnakesò 2010 by SLMorley 

Springtime for Timber Rattlesnakes 
(Crotalus horridus) 

Save the Date!Save the Date!Save the Date!    


